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Continuum of depth of sedation .1 n720
Definitions of general anesthesia and levels of sedation (American Society of
Anesthesiologists)

General*
Anesthesia

Mimimal
Sedation

Level of Sedation Moderate Deep
Sedation Sedation
("Conscious

Sedation")

("Anxiolysis")

Responsiveness  Normal Purposeful Purposeful Unarousable
response response response even with
to verbal to verbal following painful
stimulation  or tactile repeated stimulus

stimulation  or painful
stimulation

Airway Unaffected No intervention intervention

intervention may be often
required required required

Spontaneous Unaffected Adequate May be Frequently

ventilation inadequate  inaduquate

Cardiovascular  Unaffected  Usually Usually May be

*flnlséiperformed by Anesthesiologisiotdjned  maintained  impaired
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Physical status classification of the American Society of Anesthesiologists .2 N220

Suitability for
Description Sedation

A normally healthy Unremarkable medical Excellent
patient history

Mild asthma, controlled
seizure disorder,
controlled diabetes
mellitus

2 Apatient with mild
systemic disease
(no functional
limitations)

Generally good

Intermediate to
poor; consider
benefits
relative to risks

Moderate to severe
asthma, poorly controlled
seizure disorder, poorly
controlled diabetes
mellitus, moderate obesity

3 A patient with severe
systemic disease
(definite functional
limitation)

Severe Bronchopulmonary  Poor, benefits
systemic disease that  dysplasia, sepsis, advanced rarely outweigh
is a constant treat degree of pulmonary, risks

to life cardiac, renal, hepatic or

endocrine insufficiancy

4  Apatient with severe

5 A moribund patient
who is not expected
to survive without
the operation

Septic shock, severe
trauma

Extremely poor
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